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KBO Increases its Impact: 202D13
By John D AlexandekBO Executive Director
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Finally, this period is marked by the

a n estom c t emergence of KBO as a leader in the
k nowl e world of bird conservation. Our
and their habitats. Such information achievements have been recognized

will increase our understanding abot during the past decade with the

bird population distributions and
trends and will help inform
ecological planning. Avian
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Across the Americas, Joint Fire Sciences

Best Scientisanager Partnership, and

Department of Interior Partners in
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Service Redwood Sciences
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edition of th&lamath Birdwe

Partners in Flight (PIF) chapters, and

serve as chairs for the PIF Western
Working Group, PIF International
Steering Committee, and North
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preparing to host our inaugural

We have built an extensive scientific Mountain Bird Festival, which will

publication record that contributes
to the advancement of scientific

occur May 30, May 31st and June

1stof 2014 in Ashland, Oregon. The commitment is demonstrated every day,
by our staff, by our partners, and by

understanding and the improvement Mountain Bird Festival will be a
unigue community conservation eve our supporters. That is why, in this

of ornithological field methods.
Additionally, we have been a key
player in the development of
oDeci si on
documents and online tools deliver
relevant science in an accessible

that blends science with art and
empowers birdwatchers and

conservation.

Our continued growth has resulted from
feely available on our website (such a commitment to science and its role in
informing sustainable management of
the natural resources on which we all
depend. It also results from a love of
birds, and a recognition that birds, like

the canary in the coal mine, are the
bellwethers of our well-being. This
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bird conservation.
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President 6s Perch
By Harry FulleiBO Board President

Kl amath Bird Observatoryds 2014 Budget has been appr
Leadership Team. This budget is realistic, optimistic, and innovative.

The realism takes into account the likely continued funding cuts for all federal agencies that contract with KBO for field
work and research that applies to their priority natural resource management challenges. At this point it appears even
agency will see a reduction in available contract fu
suffered in 2013. The optimism comes from KBOG6s good
in available money at the national level. The innovation refers to new modes of fundraising. KBO will place more
emphasis on raising money from membership, donations, foundation support, ané\wr¥Mi@intain Bird Festival. In
2014 our staff will systematically seek grants from foundations active in supporting scientific research, environmental
study, and education.

KBO6s Mountain Bird Fest i val-Junel.llflyoulwant tdvalsnteer to hefp withdhe | a n
festival, let us know. If you have friends and relatives who are birders and live outside the-Rlakiath Bioregion,
tell them this is a festival they don6ét want to miss

Hereds our festival ds webpage: www. kl amathbird. orgl/e

begin early in 2014.
G

John AlexandeExecutive Director
Favorite Bird: Blagkroated Gray Warbler

In 1992, | began work on the applied research and bird monitoring projects that eventually gave rise

to the Klamath Bird Observatomhis work allowed me to pursue my interest in using science to inform

and improve the way we as a society use and protect our natural res@wveeshe past 20 plus

years | have been blessed to collaborate with a vast communityvofkers and partners in an

environment of learningtBO has allowed me to partner with thought leaders to design and carry out
excellent science, apply this science to the local and hemispherical challenges of ecosystem conservation
and to positively influence the lives of pedpliose | work with as well as the future generations who

depend on our ability to care for our Earth and its birds.

CJ RalphResearch Advisor
Favorite Bird: New Zealand Fantail

I have been involved with Klamath Bird Obser\y
two cefounders, the other being KBO Executive Director John Alexander. In my role as Research
Advisor, | review scientific reports and manuscripts and suggest analytical methods and additional
datasets that can increase the value of the work we do. | have chosen a career in bird conservation
because birds are the most easily and carefully monitored biota on the planet; as such, they can help us
see the changes we should be concerned about on our little sphere.
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Jaime StephernScience Director
Favorite Bird: Mountain Bluebird

| started at KBO in 2002 as a graduate student and my position has evolved along with the growing
organization. In my current role as Science
including grant writing, study design, field surveys, data management, analysis, and scientific writing. | als
W share the results of our work with diverse audiences. Early in my career | recognized that what | sought
most in a job was the ability to make a difference, and | have found that opportunity at KBO.

Marcella Sciottd:xecutive Administrator
Favorite Bird: The one on a textile that | can craft with!

| started working for KBO in May of this year after moving from Manhattan. My title is Executive
Admi ni strator. What does an Executive Admini
position! | assist our Executive Director in the daily aspects of his job while ensuring our financials are i
order. As part of this | am inspired when receiving your generous donations that keep us doing our
great work at KBO. Bringing my New York City style | help manage Human Resources, the office, and
IT. Inanutshell, | keep the KBO waters calm and the ship sailing smoothly, enabling our employees to
do their best work so KBO can reach new heig
the world of nofprofits where each day | feel and see the good KBO does with your generous support.

Robert FreyResearch Biologist
Favorite Bird: Western Scriiy

My association with KBO began in 1997 as a volunteer bird bander and assistant trainer at banding
workshops. | joined KBO as a Research Biologist in 2003. In my role as banding project leader, | am
responsible for the operation of a network of keign monitoring stations and for training the interns and
volunteers who complete the monitoring work. What | find most rewarding in my position is teaching our
young biologists and fostering their professional growth.

Brandon Bree&cience Communications & Outreach
Favorite Bird: Turkey Vulture

| started working as a Science Communicator and Outreach Specialist for Klamath Bird Observatory in
July of 2012. And what a fun, wild ride itos
with its rich and varied threads. There are the dedicated scientists who rise before dawn to survey birds,
the generous donors who invest in the future, and, of course, the fascinating birds themselves. | also
communi cate with conservation partners so KB
the health of the land. | am drawn to bird conservation because of the power of birds to connect people
to the rhythms and values of the natural world.

Sarah RockwelRResearch Biologist
Favorite bird: Bernydgpangled Tanager

|l have worked as a Research Biologist for KB
working with the Trinity River Restoration Program to monitor birds along the Trinity River in northern
California. | supervise field research, analyze data, and write scientific reports to share with land
managers. We are collecting data on bird abundance, diversity, and reproduction in order to understand
how birds respond to restoration activities that affect riverside vegetation. | have always been drawn to
birds as study organisms: they are colorful and charismatic, they exhibit a fascinating diversity of
behaviors, and they serve as good indicators of ecosystem health. They also allow me to work outside!
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Josée Rousse#BOArcata Program Director
Favorite Bird: The song of the WAtiitated Sparrow brings fond memories.

| began as an intern for the US Forest Service Redwood Sciences Laboratory in 2004. After a few
years partnering on specific projects, KBO officially adopted me into their family in 2008. | have since
been involved in significant conservation science initiatives such as the Landbird Monitoring Network
the Americas and North American Banding Council. My work focuses on data management and
analysis, which | enjoy. | also assist with the rewarding duties of bird banding and associated data
analysis. It is exciting to be able to take observations made on individual birds and use them to
understand the big picture of conservation needs.

Kim HollingeiKBOArcata Banding Project Leader
Favorite Bird: Hermit Thrush

I have worked closely with the Klamath Bird Observatory since 1996, and | became a formal member
of the KBO staff in 2010. My primary responsibility is maintaining thésongpperation of our bird
monitoring stations in northern California.
Observatory program. In my position | am responsible for crew recruitment and training, outreach
programs, and data management; | archive, analyze, and report findings from our data as well as the
data of numerous cooperators. | grew up camping and exploring wild areas, and these experiences
inspired me to study biology and ultimately participate in conservation and education. Through my
work | contribute scierbased information that helps shape decisions that can conserve the splendor o
our planet and especially northern California.

Ellie ArmstrongResearch and Monitoring Intern
Favorite Bird: American Dipper

{ | have been interning with KBO since this April when | started as a Trinity River nest searcher. During
spring and summer | lived and worked in Weaverville, California along with five other ornithologists.

Here we spent our days searching for and monitoring nests of five riparian birdisgetigs

Sparrow, Blackeaded Grosbeak, Tree Swallow, Yellow Warbler, and Yédl@asted Chat. We

al so mapped the birdsd territories and comp

been in the KBO office entering and managing data collected during the 2013 field season. | also

help out one day each week at the KBO bird banding station at Willow Wind. In 2014 | will continue

with KBO as a biological technician running our Trinity River field crews. KBO is offering excellent

experiences and | hope to continue working in the field of conservation, possibly continuing with a

Masterd&s program in W ldlife Biology.

{ KBO Bird Banding and Field Interns

Student volunteer bird banding and field internships have always been at the
: core of KBOOs conservation efforts.
¥ wonderful company of an inspiring and aspiring group. They brought a
] tremendous amount of positive energy to their work and learning experiences.
The energy contributed by our interns is what makes many of our accomplishment
| each year possible. And what a remarkable donation they make: three to six

1 months or more of their lives devoted to KBO and bird conservation! It is the
appreciation of such a gift, and the need for excellent data, that drives our
training program.

List of 2013 bird banding and field interns (and their favorite birds): Hugo Cejaiigfteld Flicker), Catalina Gonzalez (Retoyvned

Kinglet), Andrés Henao (Goleégnwned Kinglet), Juan Lopez (Evening Grosbeak), Liberato Pop (Harpy Eagle), Teresa Skiba (Happy
Wren), Tatiana Straatmann (Red east ed Nut hatch), Tori Swift (Wi lsonf6s Warhb
Armstrong (American Dipper), Nathan Trimble, David Lumpkin, Toméas Setubal, and Lauren Granger.
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Board of Directors

The KBO Board provides guidance and oversight to ensure the operational,
scientific, and fiscal integrity of
mission and the role KBO plays in assuring a sustainable future. The board also
inspires the public to support KBO and provides fundraising support for the
organization.

Pictured from left to right (favorite bird in parentheses): John Alexander, Harry
Fuller (Shoehill), Marcella Sciotto, BJ Matzen (the next new bird he sees!),
Margaret Widdowson (Fox Sparrow), Dick Ashford (Golden Eagle), Shannon Rio
(owls), and Laura Fleming (Chebtmtked Chickadee).

Partner Spotlight: Barb Bresson
Favorite Bird: Mountain Bluebird

Barb Bresson works for both the US Forest Service and the Bureau of Land
Management, coordinating their landbird conservation programs in the Pacific
Northwest. Barb works closely with KBO and the partners with whom we
collaborate to apply our science for improved natural resource management.
Barb has worked with KBO since our beginning to help scope our projects and
demonstrate the relevance of our work, both regionally and nationally.

This year Barb received Partners in Flightds hbmghest
bird conservation on federal lands in the West. Pictured with other key partners, from left to right, Mike Green (US Fish a
Wildlife Service), Geoff Geupel (Point Blue Conservation Science), John Alexander, Barb Bresson, Bob Altman (Americe
Conservancy), Jaime Stephens.

Supporter Spotlight: Marshall Malden
Favorite Bird: Barailed Godwit

| first became acquainted with KBO in 2003 when | met John Alexander at the Rotary Club
of Ashland, which | had recently joined.
conservation was unigue and worthy of support. | was honored to serve on the KBO Board
from 20052007. In this role, | enjoyed working on the business and financial aspects of
KBO and interacting with the great staff, who taught me so much about birds and bird con-
servation. | have been interested in birds for many years and always have field guides for
the places | live and visit. | simply enjoy the pleasure, relaxation, and challenge that observ-
ing and identifying birds provides.

Volunteer Spotlight: Terence Philippe
Favorite Bird: Western Meadowlark

| ve been active as a volunteer bird out
employee of the Northwest Nature Shop in Ashland it was a natural choice for me to
team up with KBO and lead outings. | live in the neighborhood of Ashland Pond and |

led my first trips for KBO on these familiar grounds. | later expanded the range of my
trips to include the Scott Valley region and Shasta Wildlife Refuge in northern

California. The challenge of identifying bird species and the beauty of birdlife keeps

me involved and | | ove to |l earn and shart
appreciate and support KBOO&s research o1
who care about the environment to support KBO and get involved!
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Bird Bio: Acorn Woodpecker

By Ellie ArmstrongBO Research and Monitoring Intern

The Acorn WoodpeckeMglanerpes formicivojus
is common yearound in oak woodlands near the
West Coast. Oregon was believed to hold the
most northerly population of this species until a
colony was discovered in Washington in 1989.
Considered clowfaced in appearance, the
Acorn Woodpecker 6wa kda 6s tg
can often be heard whenever oak trees are near.
Male and females look similar, although males
can be distinguished by the presence of more redf
on the top of their heads.

There are several morphological adaptations
shared by woodpeckers. One of these is the
zygodactyl foot. While many birds have three
toes pointing forward and one backwards on
each foot, woodpeckers have two toes pointing
forwards and two pointing backwards; this
arrangement allows woodpeckers to cling
securely to the sides of trees. They also have
extremely long, sticky, and barbed tongues that
help them probe crevices and collect insects. The
tongues wrap completely around their skulls and
can extend out as far as 5 inchd® accommodate

base of their bill is porous and acts as a shock
absorber.

Acorn Woodpeckers are communal breeders, a

characteristic shared by only three percent of all
bird species. Up to as many as 15 individuals -
from multiple generations will live together in an Acorn Woodpecker © Jim Livaudais

established territory. Only some of these
individuals breed, while others help raise the References

young. The number of breeding individuals varies,

but usually consists of one or two females and up Ehrlich, Paul, David Dobkin, and Darryl Whelee

to four males per female. An Acorn Woodpecker  Bjrder's Hnadbooklew York: Simon & Schuster Inc.,
group will excavate several large cavities in 1988. 283-285. Koenig, Walter, Peter Stacey,

dead or live trees; one cavity is typically used Mark Stanback, and Ronald Mumme. "Acorn

for the nest and the remaining cavities are used  Woodpecker."Birds of North Americd94. (1995)

for roosting.

Marshall, David B. et al, eds. Birds of Oregon: A
General Reference. Corvallis: Oregon State
University Press, 2003.;

Acorns and insects comprise the bulk of the Acorn
Woodpecker diet. The woodpeckers collect
acorns during autumn and winter and store them
in dead trees and telephone poles and other
manmade structures, including the siding of
houses. These acorn storage sites are called
granaries, and one granary may contain as many
as 50,000 acorns. All of the woodpeckers that
live in a community are responsible for collecting
and storing acorns. Old granaries are used year
after year, but new ones are made as well.

Sibley, David.The Sibley Guide to Bird Life and
BehaviorNew York : Alfred A Knopf, Inc. , 2001.
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Join KBO on Upcoming Events

2014 Wild Bird Educational Series March 1, 2014, Klamath Basin: Raptors & Waterfowl
Presented by Grange Gop and KBO Join local raptor expert and longtime KBO board member
Dick Ashford for this atlay outing to the Klamath Basin in
The following three events will take place at the Granggearch of raptors and waterfowl. Depending on water levels
Coop Pet Country storeds |aniveatpdr eonditiona, tharé may &eceliernt appostunitie? 8 3 3
N. Pacific Hwy., Medford. Tickets can be purchased pyor viewing thousands of migratory waterfowl. Cost is $65
contacting Laura ab#1) 245-2370 or by e-mail at and is limited to 10 participants. Meet at 7:45am in the
Ifleming@grangecoop.com. Tickets are available in | RiteAid parking lot in Ashland. To register contact Brandon
advance for $15 per session or $40 for all three. Priceat (612) 9106502 or bmb@klamathbird.org
are $20 per session at the door. Advance registration is
encouraged. May 30thfi June 1st, 2014, Mountain Bird Festival
Mark your calendar, the firsgver Mountain Bird Festival is
January 11th, 2014101 1 am o0 Bac k y ar d| cemning!KkmashrBad Observatory will host this community
Wh at T ha&slideshawt add presentation by Harry conservation event next spring. Cdiorethe guided bird
Fuller. Harry is a professional birding guide and the KB@lks and keynote presentatioaisd stay for thefine art,
board president. Come view beautiful photos of our [ musi ¢, and more. Observe- Call
wide array of backyard birds and learn how to attract headed Woodpecker, Mountain Quail, and Great Gray Owl
them to your yard. Afterwards, sign up for a bird walk in their serene natural habitats. Online Registration will be
around Agate Lake the following Saturday. available in early January at this site:
www.klamathbird.org/education/mountainbird
February 8th, 2014161 1am OHawks at| Your Feederod
presented by Dick Ashford. Dick is a'hawk expert and June 5th8th, 2014, Spring Birds of Malheur NWR
longtime KBO board member. He enjoys leading hawkjoin professional birding guide and KBO board president,
watching trips in southern Oregon. Come learn how toHarry Fuller, and hawk expert and longtime KBO board
recognize and appreciate the hawks that visit out member, Dick Ashford, for a trip to this wemthowned
backyards. birding destination and the largest wetland in eastern
. Oregon. During this truly unforgettable trip we should see
March 8th, 2014161 1 am oA Vul t ur e | B¥aolinks? Sage-Spdrréuis, and Eastern Kingbirds. The area
presented by Brandon Breen. Brandon works at KBQ igiso provides important breeding grourfds SandhillCrane
science communication and community outreach. and many raptorsThe cost is $500 (including lodging, two
Additionally he serves as vice president of the Turkey dinners, three breakfasts, a bird presentation and a $300
Vulture Society. Often maligned for being ugly and | tax-deductable donation) Space is limited to 10

grotesque, come learn to appreciate the significant rolgarticipants. To register contact Branabi612) 9106502 or
the magnificent Turkey Vulture plays in nature. bmb@klamathbird.org

Support Klamath Bird Observatory!

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Telephone: Email: Your contributions help
KBO advance bird and

Please select one and make your-teeductible donation payable to Klamath Bird habitat conservation

Observatory or KBO:

A Friend $100 A Patron $1,000

A Supporter $500 A Benefactor $5,000 A Other

PO Box 758 A Ashl|-20na866 OR 97520 A 541
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