
In this issue ... a look back at 
2016 and ahead to 2017, Tales 
From the Field, the Olive-sided 
Flycatcher: a bird in trouble , 
Mountain Bird Festival news, 
Words on the Wind, and more! 

Not so long ago our conservation work  
was limited by lack of knowledge.  
However, over the past two decades 
the bird conservation community has 
compiled an impressive body of 
science posing a new challenge. How 
can the people who are faced with 
making daily decisions be confident 
that they understand the most current 
science? And how can we make sure 
that KBOôs science is relevant, timely, 
and applied? It is all about 
partnershipsðpartnerships for birds, 
for oaks, for river restoration, for 
everything we do! 
 

It is through partnerships that we 
translate KBOôs science into on-the-
ground bird conservation. This is why 
we actively engage with numerous 
networks to apply our science, along 
with a wealth of additional relevant 
information, to advance bird 
conservation locally, nationally, and 
internationally. Our science programs, 
including long-term monitoring and 

applied research, seek to fill 
information gaps so that our most 
pressing conservation challenges can 
be better overcome through more-
informed decision making.  
 

At international, national, and regional 
scales we work through two primary 
partnership-driven initiatives. We 
contribute to the North American Bird 
Conservation Initiative in many ways, 
including collaborating on the State of 
the Birds reports.  
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Ornithologists are aware of the differ-
ent habitats and weather that birds 
face in different latitudes and how 
these differences drive contrasting 
community compositions. But do orni-
thologists know what to expect when 
they are the ones facing these huge 
differences? I thought I didðuntil I 
had the coldest and busiest banding 
morning in my life at Wood River Wet-
land near Chiloquin, Oregon. 
 

I first trained to band birds in the Bra-
zilian Amazon forest and was adapted  
to warm tropical mornings. We rarely 
captured more than 20 birds using  
many mist nets. 

Note From the Executive Director  John Alexander 

With this first newsletter of 2017, we look back to chronicle some of our 2016 successes, and to celebrate field biology and 
the observation based science that is at Klamath Bird Observatoryôs core. As we do this, we set our sights towards the 
future and the opportunities and challenges to come. Looking forward we remain committed to our mission of advancing 
bird and habitat conservation through science, education and partnerships. Fundamental to our mission is the belief that 
our sustainable future will depends on forward thinking, informed decision makingðdecision making informed with 
science. With this in mind, I proudly share with you a statement about the future of science recently written by KBO's 
Science Director, Jaime Stephens ...  
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The 2016 State of North Americaôs Birds   
at www.stateofthebirds.org 

Peer-reviewed science is nonpartisan. While science is non-advocacy in nature, scientific results ensure fact-
driven debate and informed decision making. In this time when our colleagues are being silenced, science is 
being dismissed, and funding is being cut, Klamath Bird Observatory remains steadfast in standing up for 
science. And today, right now, science needs you. Your support is more important than ever. 
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Counting the Morning Chorus é the 2016 Point Count Field Season 
Ellie Armstrong, KBO Field and Data Manager  

KBOôs point count program focuses efforts in May and June during the breeding season when songbirds are most vocal 
and most reliably detected. Point counts are used to monitor breeding bird diversity, abundance, and distribution by 
counting all birds detected (by sight and sound) at many specific points within a five-minute survey period in the early 
morning.  
 

This past spring five biologists completed 2,035 point count surveys 
throughout southern Oregon and northern California. This year much of 
KBOôs point count work occurred in oak habitats where restoration has 
taken place. We also surveyed in the Cascade-Siskiyou National 
Monument, revisiting sites now 10 years after livestock grazing was 
curtailed. Surveys were conducted along the Rogue River in the area 
where the Gold Ray Dam was removed in 2010. In addition, we continued 
our long-term monitoring programs on the Trinity River and in the National 
Parks Klamath Network at Crater Lake National Park and Oregon Caves 
National Monument.  

Report from the Upper Klamath Field Station ... KBOõs 2016 Banding Project   

Robert Frey, KBO Biologist 

The 2016 long-term monitoring banding project started off in May and continued through the end of October, with eight 
interns learning to fly on their feetðmastering banding skills such as mist net use, bird handling, ageing and sexing 
techniques, and other survey methods. All while collecting a mountain of data key to our long-term population monitoring.  
 

Four of the team arrived as 2015 KBO family members. Jaclyn Tolchin and Eva Leach joined us for the fall migration 
season that year (following their work with other KBO projects), Pedro Martins for several summer weeks, and Luiza 
Figueira for that entire season. In 2016 Luiza and Pedro returned from Brazil and Ingrid Tello López from Mexico joined us 
as exchange research scholars in our continuing partnerships with the U.S. Forest Service International Programs, Oregon 
State Universityôs International Scholar and Faculty Services, and the Universidad de Guadalajara. Genevieve Day, Steve 
Dougill, Heather Kenny, and Janelle Lopez also joined the team in August for our 2016 fall migration season. 

 

We operated a network of nine long-term monitoring banding 
stations and opened nets to catch birds 154 times, capturing 
6,135 birds of 87 species. During the banding operations, 297 
area search surveys, 78 vegetation surveys, and 871 plant 
phenology surveys were completed (these latter contributed to 
the National Phenology Network).  
 

Public bird banding demonstrations were presented in May at 
Ashlandôs North Mountain Park (as part of the Rogue Valley 
Bird Festival) and in August at our Upper Klamath Field  
Station. Also in August, we hosted a week-long Fundamentals 
of Banding Workshop at our Upper Klamath Field Station. Our 
research scholar banders Luiza and Pedro taught a similar 
workshop with new partner Tennessee River Gorge Trust Bird 
Observatory at Chattanooga, Tennessee. In October, most of 
our banding team completed the rigorous testing and skills 

evaluation for North American Banding Council certification. This resulted in one certified at the Bander Assistant level, six 
at the Bander level, and three of these also at the Bander Trainer levelðcongratulations newly certified banders!  

 

KBO field technician Rebecca Loeb conducting point 
count in oak woodland. Photo: KBO © 2016 

 

2016 banding teamðfront: Ingrid Tello López, Heather Kenny; middle: Gene-
vieve Day, Jaclyn Tolchin, Pedro Martins, Luiza Figueira; Back: Bob Frey, 
Janelle Lopez, Steve Dougill (not pictured: Eva Leach). Photo: KBO © 2016 



Trinity River Restoration Program Monitoring 
Sarah Rockwell, KBO Research Biologist 

The Klamath Bird 

The Trinity River crew had a fun and successful field 
season in 2016. We found 107 nests of our focal bird 
species this season! The first of our study focal species 
to begin building nests and laying eggs were the 
resident Song Sparrows, followed by the early-arriving 
migrant Tree Swallows, and shortly after by Yellow 
Warblers, Yellow-breasted Chats, and Black-headed 
Grosbeaks.  
 

We also color-banded 141 
individuals of these species on 
our plots. We do this by setting 
up a mist net within a birdôs 
territory with the song of a 
territorial male played on a 
speaker placed under the net. 
Then we wait for the territorial 
male to come challenge what he 
perceives as an intruder. When 
the defending male gets caught 
in our net, we quickly untangle 
the bird and place a unique 
combination of color bands on 
his legs.  

 

The color leg bands make it possible to  track that 
individual over time without recapturing it. This helps us 
to learn about his survival, site faithfulness, and specific 
habitat use. This information also helps us learn about 
what habitat features are best for each species, 
information that guides habitat restoration. We also 
attached miniature light-sensitive geolocator devices to 
Yellow-breasted Chats in a continuing tri-national full life
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With all this in mind, please consider continuing and increasing your support, support that ensures Klamath Bird 
Observatoryôs science is at the table when decisions are being made. Your contributions provide staff time to put our 
science in front of decision makers at all levels. With your help we will continue to stand up for science!   

-cycle study (see Opening 
Doors on Page 5). 
 

When the breeding season 
wound down with nests 
fledged and birds dispersing, 
our crew switched over to 
doing mostly vegetation 
surveys in order to track 
habitat use of these riparian 
birds. 
 

The crew (and the birds) 
enjoyed a relatively cool and 
moist field season in the 
notoriously hot Trinity County 
summerðwith only a few days over 100°F!  

2016 Trinity River Nest Searching Team (L to R): Katie Temple, Sarah 
Rockwell, Ellie Armstrong, Tyler Winter, Kim Geissler, Armand Caan, 
Florence Masson. Photo: KBO © 2016 

 

Yellow-breasted Chat with 
color leg bands and a geo-
locator. Photo: KBO © 2016 

 

Song Sparrow with color leg 
bands. Photo: KBO © 2016 

Our science provides the foundation for conservation of our most at-risk bird species and the habitats on 
which all wildlife depend. In the last six months alone, our science has influenced state policy to eliminate 
red tape for oak restoration on private lands, informed the expansion of the Cascade-Siskiyou National 
Monument, and contributed to the petition to list the Oregon Vesper Sparrow under the Endangered Species 
Act. These are just a few examples of how our work is having an impact. But there is so much more to do!  
 

�³ Jaime Stephens, KBO Science Director  

 


