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KBO 2007 Science Year in Review

Bob Frey, KBO Banding Project Leader and Jaime Stephens, KBO Research & Monitoring Director

KBQO’s Science Team is busy wrap-
ping up another year of research,
monitoring, training, and outreach.
We continued our long-term bird
monitoring programs during 2007,
collecting bird and associated habi-
tat and conservation data while
providing training and outreach
opportunities for aspiring ornitholo-
gists. Many of our shorter-term re-
search projects also continued this
past year, and several new projects
were initiated.

As part of our long-term bird moni-
toring, we operated 15 ecological
monitoring stations throughout the
Klamath-Siskiyou Bioregion, including
a new station in the Ashland Creek
Watershed. Integrated monitoring
conducted at these stations includes
capture by mist net, banding and
release for demographic monitoring;
area search for inventory and trend
analyses; vegetation survey for habi-
tat association studies; and tissue
sampling for DNA, stable isotope and
avian influenza studies. Our effort

begins each year at the onset of the
landbird breeding season in May and
continues through October, inclusive of
the fall migration. Our flagship station
at the Willow Wind Community Learn-
ing Center in Ashland, an outdoor class-
room, is operated throughout the year.

A total of 10,541 birds of 99 species
were studied in the hand. During 277
morning shifts, 586 area search surveys
were completed. Thirteen student in-
terns from Colombia, Costa Rica, Ja-
maica, Mexico, Peru, and the US made
this season a success. KBO provided
training to these interns, regional bi-
ologists, and community volunteers;
training included a banding technique
workshop and ongoing experiential
monitoring education. Our data are
contributed to several databases, in-
cluding the USGS North American Bird
Banding Program, Institute for Bird
Populations, Landbird Monitoring Net-
work of the Americas, UCLA’s Center
for Tropical Research, Avian Knowl-
edge Network, and of course, KBO’s
own research, education and outreach
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Surveys using point count methodology
and the corresponding vegetation sur-
veys also contribute to KBO'’s long-term
monitoring. Areas monitored include
Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) routes and
the Upper Klamath Basin, and the Bear
Creek Greenway bike path in Ashland.
KBO staff and 6 seasonal Field Techni-
cians also conducted bird and habitat
surveys for long-term monitoring and
avian inventory.

Continued, see Science in Review page 3

KBO 2007 Education Year in Review

Ashley Dayer, KBO Education & Outreach Director

2007 was a year of enhancement
and growth for Klamath Bird Ob-
servatory’s education and outreach
program. We reported in the win-
ter 2007 issue of The Klamath Bird
that 2006 was a year of firsts;
2007 was a year of extending and
improving these. With each accom-
plishment, KBO contributed to its
mission of educating people about
birds, their habitats, and the link
between science and conservation.

In the five education and outreach
programs, major accomplishments

included:

Delivering scientific information to land
managers and assisting them in inte-
grating bird and habitat objectives into
land management practices

ePresented bird conservation infor-
mation to land managers at numerous
meetings and conferences

eCompleted oak woodlands Deci-
sion Support Tools

eDesigned new template for land-
owner and birder Decision Support
Tools

Educating the public about birds, their
environments, and the link between sci-
ence and conservation

e Initiated and managed new
Klamath-Siskiyou eBird application

e 23 bird walks in the Jackson and
Klamath Counties with 301 participants
e 21 mist netting and bird banding
demonstrations for the community

e Festivals and events throughout the
bioregion, reaching over 2500 people
e Numerous community presentations
and workshops with over 600
participants

Continued, see Education in Review page 8
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President’s Perch
Dick Ashford, KBO Board President

Dear Friends,

Happy New Year! | hope every reader enjoyed a
wonderful holiday season. It's that time of year that I'm
reminded of Janus: the Roman god of gates and doors,
beginnings and endings. Janus was usually depicted with
two faces, one looking to the past, one to the future. In
modern culture, he is best remembered by his namesake,
January. For many, January is a time to look forward as
well as reflect upon past accomplishments. No matter which
way | turn my gaze, things look good for KBO.

First, the past: 2007 was a VERY good year. KBO
continued to be recognized by peers and partners for
promoting the conservation of birds and bird habitat, and
rightfully so, in my opinion. This issue of the Klamath Bird
provides some examples of our fine staff and volunteers’
accomplishments in 2007, ranging, from “doing” science to
educating children and adults about birds and bird
conservation.

The future: 2008 promises even more. We are embarking
upon new scientific endeavors, and our environmental
education program continues to grow, both in quality and
in scope. Both the organization and individual staff

Advancing Conservation

John Alexander, KBO Executive Director

In 2007, KBO met our mission to advance bird and habi-
tat conservation through science, education, and partner-
ships. One of the primary ways in which we address our
mission is through an integrated process of bird-focused
research and monitoring, peer-reviewed publication, deci-
sion support tools, and application to the conservation
process. Our field work in 2007 was designed to answer
questions brought to us by our federal land management
pariners: Are we reaching our desired ecological conditions
(e.g., the restoration of pre-settlement characteristic)? How
are various management actions affecting birdsé How can
we integrate bird conservation into ongoing management
projects?

Our analyses focused on answering these questions, and
by publishing our results in peer-reviewed scientific jour-
nals, our results and conclusions are held to the highest
scientific standards. In a manuscript that was published in
Forest Ecology and Management!, an international journal
that encourages communication between scientists and
forest managers, we demonstrated how bird monitoring
can be used as a tool to measure the success of land man-
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members have been honored with leadership positions in the
bird conservation community, which will help us continue our
efforts in both research and education.

As you've heard me say before, we couldn’t do it without
you. YOU helped make 2007 our best fundraising year in
history. Please read this issue’s insert and you will see that
YOU exceeded our fundraising goal, YOU set KBO records
for numbers of donors and for new donors. Simply stated,
WwWOwW!

We value your membership and support, not only because it
helps provide the resources we need, but because it
motivates us. It's inspiring to know you care. | can assure you
that the KBO board and staff are highly motivated to
continue our good works. As always, thank you for your
continuing support. The birds need it and deserve it.

Cheers,

Dk

Dick Ashford
KBO Board President

agement activities. In addition, this paper identified ways
for managers to reduce the probability of severe fires in
oak woodlands while benefiting birds of conservation con-
cern. Another paper, published in Northwest Science?, a
journal dedicated to regional scientific topics, describes how
reducing or eliminating cattle grazing in oak woodlands in
the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument will support bird
conservation objectives and benefit neotropical migrant
birds.

Once our work passes scrutiny of our scientific colleagues, it
must be applied to challenges that our land management
agency partners face in order to truly contribute to conser-
vation. Decision support tools (DSTs), produced in various
formats (e.g., interactive computer programs, brochures and
pamphlets, white papers) use our scientific findings to link
priority land management challenges and bird conservation
objectives in a usable format for agency decision makers
and private land owners. KBO actively produced such DSTs
in 2007. These DSTs offer suggestions from our research
about the best means to accomplish bird and habitat
conservation outcomes.

Continued, see Conservation, page 11
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Science
A Christmas Bird Count Story

Jaime Stephens, KBO Research & Monitoring Director

This year marked the 108" annual Audubon Christmas Bird
Count (CBC), the oldest and largest citizen science effort in
the Americas. Birders of all levels count birds within a sec-
tion of a Christmas Bird Count Circle on a given day be-
tween December 14 and January 5. The resulting dataset
addresses numerous research topics, including those related
to species distribution and population trends. National
Audubon and the American Bird Conservancy recently used
CBC data to identify species of conservation concern.
Some of the CBC count circles in the Klamath-Siskiyou Bio-
region are located in Shasta Valley, Klamath Falls, Med-
ford, and the Applegate Valley.

| participated in the Medford Christmas Bird Count with my
teammates, Jeff and Rowan Heglie and Frank Lospalluto.
The day started with some rain, but cleared to a beautiful
afternoon. We completed a section of the count circle at
the outskirts of Jacksonville and Central Point, in oak and
conifer habitats near several ponds. The highlight for our
team was the sighting of a Snow Goose sitting conspicu-
ously amongst a flock of Canada and Cackling Geese (see
photo p. 3). After the count, participants convened for
pizza and stories, and to tally the results. To learn more

Science in Review, continued from page 1

During the spring 2007 breeding season, KBO surveyed
121 routes including 1762 stations and 130 visits, for a
total of 1843 point count surveys completed. In addition,
KBO surveyed 58 routes in 67 survey days, consisting of
425 fall area search surveys completed during the disper-
sal and migration season of 2007. In addition to long-term
monitoring, KBO implements both point count and area
search surveys to answer specific short-term project ques-
tions.

KBQO'’s fire research focused on fuels reduction projects at a
number of sites within the Klamath-Siskiyou Bioregion dur-
ing 2007, to help determine how fuels reduction can affect
birds’ habitat. We have continued our research within sev-
eral project areas, all at different stages of implementa-
tion, within the Rogue-Siskiyou and Winema-Fremont Na-
tional Forests and Medford and Lakeview Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) Districts. We also returned to the
Quartz Fire area to repeat surveys at locations that were
visited before the fire in in 2001.

KBO continued to study the effects of several restoration
projects, including a parcel of parcel of private property
in the Cascade Siskiyou National Monument that was

fenced in 2004 to exclude cattle. This represents part of
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Snow Goose. Photo: J. Livaudais

about this year’s Christmas Bird Count highlights and also
how you can kick off the next holiday season counting
birds, visit www.audubon.org/bird /cbc

our ongoing work to evaluate the effects of grazing within
bird communities. We also maintained our monitoring ef-
forts within the BLM’s Wood River Wetland restoration
project. The data collected in this important area, and as
part of our broad-scale long-term monitoring program in
the Upper Klamath Basin, will continue to provide valuable
information about the effectiveness of wetland rehabilita-
tion at Wood River.

During the spring and summer of 2007, KBO completed
the second year of field work for the Riparian Fuels Treat-
ments in the Applegate River Sub-basin project funded by
the Joint Fire Sciences Program. This is a large-scale, col-
laborative study assessing the effects of fuels reduction in
riparian areas on hydrology, macroinvertebrates, botany,
herpeta, fauna, and fuels. We completed bird point count
surveys, as well as spot mapping and breeding behavior
surveys to determine the effect of these fuels treatments on
bird composition and diversity, as well as reproductive suc-
cess of six riparian species. We look forward to working
with our many partners and continuing our research and
monitoring program in 2008, now the longest-running and
most comprehensive in the region.
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Why House Sparrows Matter: Birds Are What They Eat!

Molly Schreiner, KBO Banding Intern

“l don’t know about you guys, but | am just not getting a
good chicken vibe in this town,” Keith Larson, KBO Research
Biologist, said as we bumped down a dirt road outside of
Guerrero Negro, Baja California Sur, Mexico. This was not
good news. Our job was difficult without chickens. Sud-
denly, like music to our ears, we heard the call of a rooster
and knew that a trapping location was near.

Why would a Ph.D. student and his intern search for chickens
in Mexico? Because chicken coops, with chicken feed and
shelter from the sun, make great House Sparrow trapping
sites. But why choose the Baja Peninsula and Northwest
Mexico to trap House Sparrows if these species are common
in almost any populated area in the Americas? The answer
actually relates back to the neotropical migrant birds seen
all over the Klamath-Siskiyou Bioregion during the breeding
and migration seasons.

Working with Dr.
Keith Hobson of the
Canadian Fish and

; Wildlife Service,
Keith uses a relatively
new technique called
stable isotope analy-
sis to track movements
of birds that are too
small to carry satellite
transmitters. When
rain falls, the propor-
tion of hydrogen
isotopes (deuterium) in the rainwater is unique to the area in
which it occurs. The rainfall with this unique deuterium
marker travels into the water table and then is used by
plants, which are then consumed by birds or the insects that
birds eat. The plant or insect food is incorporated into the
birds’ feathers, along with the unique deuterium signature,
as the feathers are replaced. Hence, they are what they
eat! These feathers can then be analyzed to determine
where the birds spend their winters.

House Sparrow Photo: M. Schreiner, KBO

This process enables us to trace the wintering location of a
migrant species by comparing the deuterium found in the
newly grown feathers to the deuterium in rain water. By
collecting well water samples in more than 60 locations in
Mexico, Keith has begun to create a deuterium base map.
Similar maps already exist for the rest of North America,
but do not exist for Mexico, the winter location of many
Klamath-Siskiyou Bioregion migrant species.

Although rainwater is essential to this study, it is only half

the equation. House Sparrows are important because they
are resident species in Mexico and so we know that their
feathers incorporate deuterium from their local, year-round
habitat. By collecting feather samples from these birds and
comparing the deuterium levels to those within ground wa-
ter from the same location, we will be able to deduce the
wintering location of different migrant species from
Klamath-Siskiyou Bioregion, such as the Yellow Warbler
and Lazuli Bunting.

While the project provides exciting new techniques for
tracking migrant birds, the field work is also fun and re-
warding! In two weeks we drove over 3,000 km in Mex-
ico, ate about 400 fish tacos, met many wonderful people,
camped on the beach, introduced House Sparrows to many
children in the villages where we mist netted, and | saw
more than 70 life birds, including Pink-footed Shearwaters,
Pacific Loons, Xantus’ Hummingbird, and Grey Mocking-
bird.

Although the domestic chickens and House Sparrows are
usually not of much interest to many birders, | know that
after my experiences working on this project, both species
have a special place in my heart. Right next to the fish
tacosl!

Keith Larson and Molly Schreiner with children in a community in
Mexico where they conducted research Photo: KBO File
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Calendar—Join KBO for Winter and Spring Events

Birding by Ear Field Trip with John Alexander on June 14, 2008

Enhance your skills and grow your appreciation of the birds in the area. Learn calls and songs of birds of the Rogue
Valley in oak woodland and conifer habitat. Join John Alexander, KBO Executive Director, in exploring his favorite
birding by ear loop through the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument. Learn to identify warbler, sparrow, thrush, and
flycatcher vocalizations and distinguish sound-alike species such as Western Tanager and Black-headed Grosbeak.
Meet at 7am at Shop N Kart in Ashland to carpool. Return by 1:30 pm. Advance registration required, limit: 15. Call
541-201-0866 to register. Cost: $25 nonmembers, $15 KBO members.

February 9: KBO Birdwalk to Agate Lake.

View raptors, waterfowl, shorebirds, and waders and
songbirds of the fields and oak woodlands. Bring your
scope. Meet at 8am at Northwest Nature Shop (Ashland).
Leader: Harry Fuller, KBO volunteer and member. To reg-
ister, call 541-770-1104.

February 15-17: Winter Wings Festival in Klamath Falls.
See www.winterwingsfest.org

February 22-24: Birding and Blues Festival in Pacific City.
See www.birdingandblues.com

February 28: Hawks: Masters of the Sky!

Presentation by Dick Ashford on the hawks of our region.
Headwaters Building, 84th St., Ashland. 7-8:30 pm. Spon-
sored by Northwest Nature Shop.

March 1: Early Birders Get the Worm: KBO Family Birdwalk
in Lithia Park.

Children ages 5-12 and their parents, join us for a fun-
filled morning of birding. Learn how to use binoculars and
field guides to spot our local feathered friends. Meet at

10am at Northwest Nature Shop (Ashland). Return at Noon.

Leader: KBO Staff. To register, call 541-482-3241.

March 8: KBO Birdwalk to Denman Wildlife Area and Tou-
Velle Park.

Enjoy a Great Blue Heron rookery and birds of the Rogue
River riparian habitat. Meet at 8am at Wild Birds Unlim-
ited (Medford). Leader: Frank Lospalluto, KBO Contract
Biologist. To register, call 541-770-1104.

March 15: Hawks and Waterfowl! All-Day Field Trip to
Klamath Basin with Dick Ashford.

Don’t miss your final chance of the season to enjoy the
many raptors of the Klamath Basin, now with the influx of
migratory waterfowl in the area. Meet at 8am at Shop N
Kart in Ashland to carpool. Return at 4:30pm. Advance
registration required (limit 15). Call 541-201-0866. $25
nonmembers, $15 members.

March 28-30: Aleutian Goose Festival in Crescent City.
See www.aleutiangoosefestival.org/

April 5: KBO Bird Banding Demonstration & Lomakatsi Resto-
ration Tour at KBO’s Headquarters .

Visit a KBO ecological monitoring station where we mist net
and band birds. View a variety of songbirds up close and
learn about bird research and conservation with KBO biolo-
gists. Evaluate long-term restoration efforts on the site,
through a guided tour with Lomakatsi staff Learn how ri-
parian restoration and bird monitoring go hand-in-

hand. Meet at 8am at Northwest Nature Shop (Ashland).
Leader: Ashley Dayer, KBO Education & Outreach Direc-
tor. To register, call 541-482-3241.

April 12: KBO Birdwalk to Roxy Ann Butte.

Explore the chaparral along the road leading to and the
trail up Roxy Ann Butte. Spot migratory songbirds returning
to the Rogue Valley. Meet at 8am at Wild Birds Unlimited
(Medford). Leader: KBO Staff. To register, call 541-770-
1104.

March 18-20: Godwit Days in Arcata, California.
See www.godwitdays.com

May 3: KBO Birdwalk to Lower Table Rock .

Go birding on the trails of Lower Table Rock. Look for Or-
ange-crowned Warbler, Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher, and Cali-
fornia Towhee. Meet at 8am at Wild Birds Unlimited
(Medford). Leader: KBO Staff. To register, call 541-482-
3241.

May 10: International Migratory Bird Day in Ashland, Oregon;
Klamath Falls, Oregon; and Yreka, Cdlifornia.

Celebrate the “Tundra to Tropics” migrations of birds with
bird walks, bird banding demonstrations, and kids activities.
Learn more about the amazing migrations of birds.

NOTE: School and community groups are invited to schedule a visit
to a KBO Banding Station, a classroom visit, or a KBO presentation.
Email KBO@KIlamathBird.org or call 201-0866, ext 3.
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KBO Thanks 2007 Contributors

We thank our many contributors in 2007. We are inspired by the generous support of bird and

habitat conservation that came in through our annual campaign. Thank you!

Contributions of $1 - $49

Lesley Adams

Justin Bloom

Anne Bonine

Bob & Mary Brydon
Bowerbird & Company
Nala Cardillo

Richard & Patricia Davis
Sandra Davis

Ashley Dayer

Judi Drais

Mary Ekstrand

Helene Feiner

Kaethe Fulton

Grace Geraghty
Frank Gibson

Barbara Glassberg
Kevin Glueckert
Michael Gregory
Susan Grieser

Bill Henry

Aaron Holmes

Bill & June Holmes
Judd & Gaylene Hurley
Stewart Janes
Valentine S. Jones
Thomas Key

Mary K. King

Mike Krausser

Wayne Linn

Suzanne Marshall
Barbara Massey
Judith Anne McBride
Marie McCabe

Kate McKenzie
Sumner MclLeod

Emily Molter

Don Morris

Murphy Family

Chad & Megan Nelson

William & Charlotte Nuessle

Jill D. Oertley

Andrew Orahoske

Sally Peterson

Gary Powell

Clinton & Maggi Rackley

Red Willow Research, Inc.

Erich Reeder

Mark Reppert

Eric & Barbara Ring
Joey Russell

Bryan & Louise Sagor
Mary Ellen Sargent
Deanna Schultz

Debi Sheetz

Karen Ritchie Shihadeh
Earle & Vanya Sloan
Serena St. Clair
Roberta Stacy

Gary & Lynda Stevenson
Mark Sutherland

Marvin & Laurie Teply
Lillian Thomas

Keiko Thurston

David & Jennifer Tompkins
John Triska

Joseph E. Vaile llI

Dennis Vroman

Victoria Wade

Steve Werblow

Karen West

Jennifer B. Wicklund
David Wickwire & Bessie Azari

Contributions of $50 - $99
David & Judy Alexander
Tom Alexander

Anonymous

Michael Becker & Susan Hay
Bill Bedard

Neil & Diane Benson

Barb Bohn

Ken & Jolene Buccino
Chuck & Linda Butler

David Craig

Paul & Anne Dayer

Jim & Beverly Fety

Fox Family

Elizabeth Gayner

Gerald & Grace Green
Rick & Leigh Hood

John Kemper

Bruce & Pamela Kessler

Bill Lofthouse

Ann Marie Magill

Lloyd & Judith McClure

Jim & Lynn Mitchell

Bob & Sue Naymik

Judy Newton

Dakota Otto & Anna Cassilly
Tim Parelius

Virginia & Lawrence Pearson
Chris Poh & Emma Radcliffe
Suzanne Polich

Donald & Mary Regester
Terrell D. Rich

Susan Schlosser

Mary Scott

Suzanne Staples

Roy & Marge Sutton

Sun Valley Group Inc.

Jeff & Lyn Swallen

Richard & Vicki Tripoli
William Wailand

Cynthia R. Wicklund

William & Margaret Widdowson

Jack Williams
Vince Zauskey

Contributions of $100 - $249
Baldwin Family Trust

Jim Batzer

David Bigger

Marvin & Barbara Bobes
Jennifer Bruce

Joan Buttrey

David Cothran & Lisa Buttrey
Scott Dayer

Adrienne Fansler

Jim Field

Harry & Kate Fuller

Brian & Mary Gorham

Doug & Dawn Grafe
Michael Green

Mark Hamm

William & Suzanne Hering

E. Rae Hudspeth

Frank & Suzanne Lang

Jeff & Connie Lynn

Dennis Niebuhr

Felice Pace

Gilbert Saliba

Kevin & Carol Spencer

Otis Swisher

Steven Tesluk & Susan Farrell
William R. Trione

John & Sharon Wieczorek
Wilson Conservation Trust
L.K. Wright

Contributions of $250 - $499
Dick & Viki Ashford

Mary H. Hipp

Matthew & Mary Hough
Northwest Nature Shop

Anita Pearson

Contributions of $500-999

Scott & Phyllis Bedford

Janet Boggia

Bowerbird & Company Feather
Fund

Larry & Katy Brydon

Jeffrey & Rowan Heglie

Rosemary McAuley

Contributions of $1000-4999
Ashland Community Coop
Hakatai Enterprises, Inc.

CJ & Carol Ralph

Contributions of over $5000
Goose & Badger Family Trust
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Adopt-a-Bird or -Day Donors

Dick Ashford

Paul & Anne Dayer

David Cothran & Lisa Buttrey

Ann Magill

Marshall Malden & Hakatai
Enterprises, Inc.

Legacy Club
Dick Ashford
Goose & Badger Family Trust

Contributing Foundations

GE Foundation

Gwladys & John Zurlo
Charitable Foundation

Kinsman Foundation

MJ Murdock Foundation

Oregon Community Foundation

Wilson Conservation Trust

WHH Foundation

Inkind contributions of

equipment, supplies, mileage,

lodging

Taylor & John Alexander

Apple Cellar Bistro

Dick Ashford

Bowerbird & Company

Elizabeth Burris

Lisa Buttrey

Canadian Wildlife Services

Bob Claypole

Jerry Clayton

David Cothran

Ashley Dayer

Earth2Share

Google

Holiday Inn

Klamath National Forest

Little Shop of Bagels

Jim Livaudais

Frank Lospalluto

Suzanne Marshall

Emily Molter

Anita Pearson

CJ & Carol Ralph

Lynda Stevenson

Sabina U. Nies

Northwest Nature Shop

Ohio State University

Oregon Department of Fish &
Wildlife

OSU Extension

PrintingForLess.com

PullUin Software, Inc.

Redwood Sciences Lab

Techsoup

Cynthia Wicklund

Wilds Birds Unlimited

Marc Williams
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Contribute in 2008

Please join us in our efforts; together we can help KBO advance bird and habitat conservation in 2008.
There are many ways you can contribute to KBO in 2008. For more information on any of these opportu-
nities, visit www.KlamathBird.org/donate or contact us at KBO@KlamathBird.org or (541) 201-0866.

Endowment
Klamath Bird Observatory’s Bird Monitoring and Education Endowment was established in 2006 with a generous gift
from the Baldwin Family Trust in memory of Paul and Sarah Baldwin. The endowment will support KBO’s efforts to

advance bird and habitat conservation through science and education into perpetuity. You too can invest in Klamath Bird
Observatory’s future and contribute to the endowment.

Gift and Estate Planning

Join the Legacy Club. You can provide now for a future gift to Klamath Bird Observatory by including a bequest
provision in your will or revocable trust. Another option is to designate KBO as a beneficiary or partial beneficiary of an
IRA or other qualified retirement plan. Planned gifts to Klamath Bird Observatory are about planning for the future:
your future and the future of birds and habitat.

Wish List In-Kind Donations

KBO maintains a long “wish list” of used and new items and needed contributions of skills and volunteer time. Used
office equipment, frequent flier miles, an out-board motor, and vehicles are just a few of the items we need.
Additionally, a website designer, bird walk leaders, skilled birders for surveys, and those interested in teaching children
about birds are needed as volunteers. Check out our full list online to see how you can help!

Bird Banding Sponsorship

You can help support the day-to-day expenses of KBO through two NEW bird banding sponsorship programs. Bird
banding is a method of bird research to track bird population and demographic trends over time. Bird banding allows
KBO to explore why bird populations are declining. The results can then help us focus land management practices to
better aid in effective bird and habitat conservation. Adopt a Bird or Adopt a Day!

Membership & Contributions

Your contributions allow us to accomplish our program goals. Additionally, we are able to leverage dollars from
matching grants and challenge cost-shares and demonstrate public support when applying for new grants. Members
receive KBO’s quarterly newsletter, invitations to events, & reduced prices on programs and field trips.

Join today by returning this form or donate online at www.KlamathBird.org/donate

Name

Address

City State Zip Code
Telephone Email

Please select one and make your tax-deductible donation payable to: Klamath Bird Observatory or “KBO”
Regular Annual Membership $35 Student Membership $15
Family Annual Membership $50
Supporting Membership $100 or more
Lifetime Membership One-time donation of $1,000 or more

[ Please contact me with more information regarding planned giving or endowment donations.

Send to KBO, PO Box 758, Ashland, OR 97520
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Education in Review, continued from page 1

Increasing K-12" grade students’ awareness and knowl-
edge of birds, nature, and conservation while increasing
interest in birds, science, and stewardship
R . - ; = oCreation of the

4 Basin and Range
Birding Trail edu-
cation curriculum

\ 1 and kits

Jackson County as
part of Songbirds,
Science, and
Schools;

25 classes in Klamath County as part of Klamath
Basin Birding Trail education program;

¢23 classes in Modoc County as part of Basin &
Range Birding Trail education program;

¢4 classes outside of the Bioregion

#37 ecological monitoring station field trip visits from
Jackson County schools as part of Songbirds, Science and
Schools program and two visits from Klamath County
classes

30 Field Ecology class sessions for Willow Wind
Learning Center Middle School students

¢2 week long summer camps offered at ScienceWorks
Hands-on Science Museum: Radical Raptors & Partners in
Flight

¢290 additional students reached through partner
organizations’ summer camp and after-school programs

Songbirds, Science, & Schools field trip

Providing bird and habitat conservation training for biolo-
gists and educators

*24 field biology and environmental education interns
trained in education and interpretation

¢4 AmeriCorps members supported and mentored in
the education program

eMentored 2 Southern Oregon University Environ-
mental Education Masters Degree candidates in KBO
graduate project and thesis

eWorkshop conducted at the Association for Environ-
mental and Outdoor Education (CA)

Conducting social science research on education effective-
ness and conservation-related attitudes and behaviors
ePublication of a KBO-affiliated social science
manuscript in a peer-reviewed scientific journal
eDesign and data collection for graduate thesis pro-
ject evaluating Songbirds, Science, and Schools educa-
tional program for 4t and 5™ graders.

The Klamath Bird

¢ Investigation of non-formal environmental education
programs in Southern Oregon conducted on behalf of Re-
gional Environmental Education Leaders

Additionally, the education and outreach team contributed
to the success and growth KBO through major success in the
following areas:

Improving the visibility of KBO through community outreach,
public relations, and media

¢KBO Open House for the community attended by
more than 150 visitors

eThree Jefferson Public Radio “Jefferson Daily” seg-
ments, including a one-hour interview

oFront page article in the Ashland Daily Tidings and ad-
ditional feature articles in Klamath Falls, Ashland, Medford,
and Yreka newspapers

«One Medford TV news segment on Songbirds, Science,
and Schools

Enhancing the image of KBO through printed materials and
our website

eNew KBO brochure

eNew KBO display for events and festivals

eNew KBO sign at headquarters

eNew website structure in development, to be imple-
mented in 2008

Providing leadership in conservation education regionally and
nationally

eBoard of Directors position with the Environmental Edu-
cation Association of Oregon

oSteering Committee position with the Bird Education Alli-
ance for Conservation

eFour presentations to the North American Association for
Environmental Education conference

eThree presentations to the national Bird Conservation
Through Education conference

These efforts would not be possible without the drive and
motivation of all of the members of the Education and Out-
reach Team, the close working relationship with the Science
Team, the support of KBO’s Executive Director and Board of
Directors, the strong partnerships with organizations through-
out our bioregion and the nation, and the participation and
interest of KBO supporters. We hope that you will enjoy
participating in our education and outreach activities in

2008!
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The Klamath Bird

Education/Outreach Team Attends Environmental Education Conference

Amy Busch, KBO Education Intern

KBQO’s education and outreach team attended the 36t an-
nual North American Association for Environmental Education
(NAAEE) conference in Virginia Beach from November 13-
17. NAAEE is a network of professionals, students, and vol-
unteers working in environmental education throughout
North America and in over 55 countries.

At the conference, KBO highlighted our environmental edu-
cation work, and that of our partners in the region. KBO’s
four presentations focused on our curriculum development,
regional partnerships, bird education networks, and pro-
gram evaluation.

KBO'’s Ashley Dayer, along with Terry Rich, Partners in Flight
National Coordinator, chaired a roundtable discussion on
the newly-formed National Bird Conservation Education
Network. Ashley also presented research she has conducted
in southern Oregon with the Regional Environmental Educa-
tion Leaders (REEL). This innovative study assesses teachers’
needs for non-formal education support in southern Oregon
by exploring offerings of 20 environmental education or-
ganizations. Ashley’s talk generated a great deal of inter-

Bird Bio: Spotted Towhee

Jonathan Berti, KBO Banding Intern

Many of the bird species that grace
this area during the summer months
and fall migration have disappeared. ~ ;
To the birding enthusiast, the winter
slump in bird diversity may bring dis-
may. However, it does allow us to ap-
preciate species that choose to rough
it through the winter here in the
Klamath-Siskiyou Bioregion.

'\,:.

The Spotted Towhee, Piplio maculatus,

N
is a bird whose company we can enjoy lgjm-rmn%ﬁ

in southern Oregon all year long. Al-
though its breeding range extends Spotted Towhee.
throughout western North America, from southern Saskatche-
wan and British Columbia to the highlands of Guatemalaq,
where populations winter, it is found primarily west of the
Cascades and in small numbers throughout eastern Cascade
lowlands. Distinguished from the Eastern Towhee as a unique
species, our rufous-sided resident is distinct, with spotty wings
and a characteristic red iris which develops with maturity. It
typically inhabits willow thickets and dense growth near a
riparian zone, scratching away at the ground loudly as it

Photo: J. Livaudais

est among the standing room-only crowd.

KBO also supported two Southern Oregon University (SOU)
Environmental Education graduate students and KBO in-
terns in showcasing their work. Elizabeth Burris shared a
model of place-based education along birding trails de-
veloped at KBO. Amy Busch discussed her thesis, which per-
tains to evaluating changes in students’ knowledge, aware-
ness, and conservation intentions regarding birds as a re-
sult of KBO’s Songbirds, Science, and Schools.

The presenters received numerous requests to share parts
of their educational curriculum and evaluation tools from
educators who attended the conference. The conference
provided a valuable opportunity to share the work KBO
and graduate programs at SOU have accomplished in the
field of environmental education. The Education and Out-
reach team is already looking forward to next year’s con-
ference in Kansas. In addition, Ashley Dayer, who sits on
the Environmental Education Association of Oregon board
of directors, is leading the planning committee for the
2009 NAAEE conference, to be held in Portland, Oregon.

forages for seeds and berries, or
| builds its cup-shaped nest, which it
usually cuddles in to a nicely
formed shallow depression in the
earth.

Oregon Breeding Bird Survey
routes report a 1.0% decline in
the Spotted Towhee during the last 4 decades. The Spot-
ted Towhee is not considered threatened in our state, but
is known to be sensitive to land-use patterns, such as graz-
ing in riparian areas. Given this, KBO’s monitoring pro-
grams are keeping a close eye on resident species like
the Spotted Towhee, and are acquiring data that may
help ensure that this commonly encountered bird retains
habitat locally, and stays common.

Information from Birds of Oregon edited by D.B. Marshall, M.G. Hunter, & A.L.
Contreras; The Sibley Guide to Birds of North America by D.A. Sibley; The Birder’s
Handbook: A Field Guide to the Natural History of Birds of North America by P.
Ehrlich, D.S. Dobkin, D. Wheye
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Build Your Klamath-Siskiyou eBird Skills

The Klamath Bird

Melissa Molzahn, KBO Education Specialist and Ashley Dayer, KBO Education & Outreach Director

Created in 2002 by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the
National Audubon Society, eBird is an online citizen science
project that contains a wealth of data and information on
bird abundance and distribution. The data are largely col-
lected from the birding community. This international effort
develops a better understanding of birds and bird conser-
vation needs for landowners, educators, ornithologists and
conservationists.

Here at the Klamath Bird Observatory, we manage a re-
gional eBird application, Klamath-Siskiyou eBird (http://
ebird.org/content /klamath-siskiyou/). With K-S eBird, con-
tributors can keep track of bird lists and explore a wealth
of data collected in this region, both one’s own and those of
other contributors. The site is updated frequently with news
and articles on Klamath-Siskiyou birds.

Would you benefit from a tutorial on how to best use K-S
eBird? KBO will offer eBird Skills-Building Workshops at
Aleutian Goose Days and Godwit Days Festivals this spring
(see the calendar on page 5). During a hands-on workshop

Trivia Corner—Q&A
Melissa Molzahn, KBO Education Specialist

How old is the Humboldt Bay Bird
Observatory?

a. 12 years old
b. 43 years old
c. 5 years old

d. 25 years old

and field trip, we will go eBirding at local hotspots and
provide an eBird tutorial in the classroom. You will gain the
skills to turn your birding adventures into eBird data, ex-
plore your data and begin supporting conservation now.
Learn how you and the birds will benefit when you become
an eBirder!

Klal‘.1‘.alﬂ1-.‘w'.iﬁ'.-{i_\'rjl'w: @ ‘Fb
eBird = | ot

¢
Home About eBird Submit Observations Views and Explore Data My eBird

Display thes page in: Franca

Klamdath Bird
Observatory

Where your bird sightngs make a differencel Register as a New User |

Birding Mews and Features

USFS Redwood
Science Loboratory

Top 5
Klamath-Siskiyou
Counties--2 abird
Checklists

The Humboldt Bay Bird Observatory celebrated its 25t
anniversary in 2007. Established in 1982 by C. John
Ralph and Carol Pearson Ralph, bird monitoring and
research have been conducted here continuously, making it
one of the longest running ornithological stations in the
nation. The Humboldt Bay Bird Observatory is located
next to the Lanphere Dunes/Unit of the Humboldt Bay
National Wildlife Refuge,/west of Arcata, California. In
2000, Humboldt Bay Bird Observatory became part of the
Klamath Bird Observatory as Dr. C. John Ralph founded
the collaborative nonprofit organization, along with
Executive Director John Alexander, to promote bird
conservation throughout the Klamath-Siskiyou Bioregion,
which includes Arcata.

There is a great/diversity of habitats at Humboldt Bay Bird
Observatory, including dune forest, riparian, open pasture,
and wetland. /These habitats support many bird species,
such as Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Red Crossbill, Western
Flycatcher, Purple Finch, and Wrentit. Monitoring is
conducted at the station throughout the year. Volunteer
opportunities are available to observe and learn about
birds, and be trained in bird monitoring and research
techniques. For more information, see
www.klamathbird.org/About /About.him#hbbo
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Partnerships

The Klamath Bird

Rogue Valley Audubon Society and KBO: Partners in Education

Ashley Dayer, Education & Outreach Director

For a second year, KBO has partnered with the Rogue
Valley Audubon Society (RVAS) to advance bird conser-
vation through education. During the 2006-7 school year,
KBO coordinated and supported the work of Southern
Oregon University (SOU) Environmental Education gradu-
ate student and education intern, Elizabeth Burris, as she
promoted RVAS’s education programs. Burris created
outreach materials for RVAS, including an educational
display and banner, developed and implemented a scout
education program, and coordinated RVAS’s participation
in the field program for Rogue Valley Schools, the Ripar-
ian Outdoor School. This year the partnership is again
thriving, reaching many students and community members.

RVAS is supporting SOU Environmental Education gradu-
ate student and education intern, Amy Busch, as she inte-
grates a second field activity into KBO’s Songbirds, Sci-
ence, and Schools program, which aids Rogue Valley
teachers in meeting state-wide science education bench-
marks. Students who participated in the program at KBO’s
banding station this fall learned how to monitor birds us-
ing the area search method. Over 300 fourth through

Conservation, continued from page 2

In 2007, KBO staff continued to engage our land manage-
ment pariners through various forums. We communicated
one-on-one with key decision-makers as important deci-
sions were being made. We presented our results at pro-
fessional meetings where land managers learned about
how the latest science informs current management chal-
lenges. Additionally, we continued with our leadership
roles in regional and national scientific, management and
conservation programs, such as the Partners in Flight Land-
bird Conservation Initiative, actively pursuing opportunities
to advance conservation through sharing our findings.

KBQ’s science and education teams work synergistically to
maintain focused research and monitoring efforts, produce
results through the peer review process, link those results to
priority management challenges, effectively communicate
information, and actively engage our partners at local,
regional and national levels. This is the award-winning
model that helps us advance bird and habitat conservation
through research, education and partnerships.

TAlexander, J.D., Seavy, N.E. & Hosten, P.E. (2007). Using conservation
plans and bird monitoring to evaluate ecologic effects of management:
an example with fuels reduction activities in southwest Oregon. Forest
Ecology and Management, 238, 375-383.

2Alexander, J.D., Stephens, J.L., & Seavy, N.E. (2008). Livestock utiliza-
tion and bird community composition in mixed-conifer forest and oak
woodland in southern Oregon. Northwest Science, 82(1), 7-17.

eighth graders learned how to use binoculars, identify local
birds, and tally their numbers in a given area. Every student
was given their very own binoculars to use during the lesson.
For many this was the highlight of the day. One teacher
shared how their students never get the opportunity to have
their own binoculars and therefore had never even used bin-
oculars prior to this.

“Due to RVAS's support, schools can now bring an entire
grade at one time for a field trip, which reduces bussing
costs that can be prohibitive for area schools. Teachers love
how the two activities complement each other ,” shares Amy.

This partnership will continue into the spring of 2008 as more
schools look forward to the combined field activities. Addi-
tionally, our Scout educa-
tion program continues to
reach area Boy and Girl
Scouts during a Christmas
Bird Count event com-
pleted in December and
bird merit badge work-
shops planned for March.
Amy will also coordinate
RVAS’s involvement in Ri-
parian Outdoor School in
April and May. If you are
interested in volunteering
for these efforts, please
contact Amy at
school@KlamathBird.org.

Education Intern Amy Busch

SOAP!

Bowerbird & Company’s Klamath Bird Observatory
Juniper and Sage Soap
is now available online:

www.bowerbirdandco.com/pl/kbo.html

See KBO's Fall 2007 newsletter for further information
about Bowerbird handcrafted soaps and their
generous support of KBO.
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Join the Klamath Bird Observatory!
Contribute to the conservation of birds and habitat
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