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Informlng Scienekased Evaluation In this issue ... a close look at the Cascade
and Expansion of Protected Areas Siskiyou National Monumérhe natural wonder
By John Alexander, KBO Executive Director and Melissa inour backyard af‘d the science behind its
Pitkin, Point Blue Conservation Science Outreach and Edu- Ccreation and growth; asdhe imperiled Oregon
cation Group Director Vesper Sparrow, Words on the Wind, and more.

A new study has demonstrated an improved approach to
ensure protected areas enhance and conserve biodiversity.

The results of the study were used to inform expansion of tfeégrlier Study Showed Grazing Impacts
Cascad&iskiyou National Monument. A team of

researchers from the Klamath Bird Observatory, Point BIfeN Bird$i How Are They Domg Now?
Conservation Science, and other partner organizations us&y Jaime Stephens, KBO Science Director

big data and finealed modeling to (1) evaluate an existing
network of protected areas in the K&“-‘W"“ Bloreglon lished in 2000, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) w
or southern Oregon and northern California, and (2) ‘char ged with protecting th
identify and prioritize new areas for protection. The StUla st 3 | n partnership with

When the Casca8iskiyou National Monument was estab-

Eisoedoilve?;ri?ys as indicators of important habitats anc KBO designed a series of scientific studies to assess h

current and future management decisions would affect t
achievement of that goal. A key management decision w
whether to continue the grazing lease program, which allc
ranchers to pay a fee to graze their cattle on public lands.

KBO completed a study to examine the degree to which k
community composition was associated with livestock gr:
ing utilization in the Cas@&idklyou National Monument.

Our results found that grazing influences bird commun
composition in both riparian and upland areas of oak wot
land forests. Further, the results suggested that reduci

easted NuthatCh
1/25/10, Ghady Cove Ore.
The Whitbreasted Nuthatch is one of many species likely to be
efit from an expansion of protected oak woodlands in the Cascade-
Siskiyou National Monument. Photo by Jim Livaudais

The researchers found that
including seven National Parks and Monuments, we
protecting coniferous forest habitat, however adequag®
amounts of grassland and oak woodland habitats were

being prOteCte.d' Birds that are ?‘SSO‘?‘.at?d with these und Oak woodland in the Cas&asldyou National Monument. Photo
protected habitats have been identifiedisks adt both by Frank Lospalluto

Continued PagédXScience & Protected Areas Continued Paged@Grazing Study
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Presidentds Perch
By Shannon Rio, KBO Board President

In addition to serving as KBO Board President, Shannog science, to KBO, and to each bird and to each wild pla
volunteers for the Badgel‘ Run Wildlife Rehab in Klama‘h nature. Join me in the day to day prac“ce of g|v|n

Falls. This is a recent wildlife rescue tale she wanted tgnhatever you can.
share.

| received the call that the four Rock Wren babies needed
be transported to Badger Run Wildlife Rehab in Klama
Falls where they could receive the care they needed. It
urgent to get them there quickly. Their parents had bag
been killed by automobiles on the highway near Emigrsa
Lake and these nestlings needed frequent feedings a
constant care. | asked mgat old granddaughter Piper,
who usually gets bored and carsick when driving the wind
mountain road, if she would help me get them safely to
who manages the rehab center. The nestlings;iflaybe 7
days old, were fed and placed in a warm dark small box &
we knew we had to speak quietly and decrease stress
them through warmth and a quick drive to their next feedi
Piper sang softly to them in bird speak and they peeps
from their box. We were relieved that they were still ali
when we passed them off to Liz at Badger Run.

During these tenuous times of challenge to conservati gy =
every day brings the chance to write one more note, wriRock Wren nestllngs Photo by Badger Run Wlldllfe Rehab

one more check, make one more phone call, and on a very

real level, save one more bird. | am reminded by thd.S.After a week under the care of Liz and the Badger Rt
resilience of these baby wrens and the spirit of myfolks, the babies were doing well and were released a fe
granddaughter to keep each day a steady practice of givitgeeks later. Oh, and Rock Wrens are my new favorite bird

Continued from pag® Bcience & Protected Areas

national and regional scales and protection and restorationthaf world, and will serve Oregonians well for decades t
grasslands and oak woodlands has become a bidomeod said Senator Jeff Mel

conservation priority. This study and its application offer an improved science
Results from the study identified some protected areas whiased approach to evaluating protected areas and
grassland and oak woodland birds do occur, as well &entifying and prioritizing new areas for protection. The
additional areas that, if protected, would increase the amorgsults were recently published by the Ecological Society ¢
of priority birds pr ot e c tAmatica Inya spedmrk feature gfithe noreal Beasphdres
Monuments. Specifically, these priority habitats occur witBic i ence f or Our Nat.i Tohen al

the Cascadgiskiyou National Monument and on adjacenfeature highlighted the crucial value-riongonitoring
multipleise lands. The results informed sdigvee and scientific inquiry and the role of science in informing
recommendations to expand the C&iskiyeu National natural resource management and conservation on publi
Monument. With support f r olandsOlhis gpseardn svas@@npl&ed rwiht sappast fraffy thl
and Merkley, President Obama signed an executive orderNetional Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, an
January 12, 2017 increasing the size of Ciskyode US Forest Service and contributes to the Partners in Fligh
National Monument by more than 45,000 acres resultingbind conservation initiative. A gigantic amount of data use
more protection for grassland and oak woodland birds.  for this research was made available through the Aviar
iThis study offers robust K@O ledge Netyark; @ep@tgpgc&rkq?fcgesquq T”e‘
the CascaeBiskiyou National Monument provides criticalllte: onlln ibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ecs2.1799/tul
protection to an amazing ecosystem found nowhere else in



http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ecs2.1799/full
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Oregon Vesper Sparmown Imperiled Grassland Bird in and around the

Cascadésiskiyou National Monument
By Jaime Stephens, KBO Science Director

The Oregon subspecies of Vesper Sparrow washese questions throughout the range of the Oregc
historically common in grassland habitats fronVesper Sparrow. By understanding what aspect of t
southwestern British Columbia, through westers parrowso | ife is | imit

Washington and Oregon, and into northwestermlecreasing numbers, we can prioritize conservatic
California. Its breeding range is currently limited to

western Washington and Oregon. Within the- Klamath

Siskiyou Bioregion it is found primarily in and around the

Cascad&iskiyou National Monument. The recent

Monument boundary expansion provides further

protection for this grassland bird. That protection is

noteworthy because only a small percentage of its

population, about 20%, is found on public lands even

after the expansion.

The Oregon Vesper Sparrow has been petitioned for

listing under the Endangered Species Act due to its

declining populaBastimated at less than 3,000

individuadsand increasing threats of further habitat

loss and degradation. Over the last 45 years, the

population has been declining 5% annually. But

conservation action is | imited because we donot
why the population is declining. Are females

successfully producing offspring? Are individuals

surviving migration? Are there threats on the Californisis Oregon Vesper Sparrow was photographed in the Cascac
wintering grounds? Siskiyou National Monument in 2016. It had been foraging in tl

grass after a summer rain. White outer tail feathers, a bit of rufo
We are currently seeking funding to contribute to a stuodyhe upper wing, and the eye ring are field marks that identify t

led by American Bird Conservancy that will answétediursize sparrow. Photo by Jaime Stephens

Birds of the Cascadgiskiyou National Monument ProclamatigRrsbert Frey

When President Clinton issued Presidential Proclamation 7318 in June 2000, establisBiakiybe Saticadé Monument,
he expounded the areabs virtues +hsintérféca of the Caschde Klamath| and:
Siskiyou ecoregions, in an area of wunique geol otgny, b
9564 in January 2017 expanded upon those virtues and
to our cultural and historical record, the geologic, botanical, and wildlife diversity with many species amigoabitathe reg
connectivity for wildlife migration and dispersal.

The birds highlighted as worthy of protection by Presidents Clinton and Obama in their proclamations ineldtg severa
the 2016 Partners in Flight Landbird Conservation Plan as species of conservation concern. This new Plaregl1) refine
the relative vulnerability assessment of 448 species of North American landbirds, (2) presents new scietddii tassessm
integrate into rangiele and full ligcle conservation implementation, and (3) delivers recommendations to aditgnce hig
landbird conservation actions over the next 10 years.

The Pl ands f &modtisonfa speces of Coatinemtal mipartgnce with a pogdiitatmextaittion of ldssn
50years. TheHali fe to extinction metric i s an esti matteecarf vy
rent rate of decline. Birds of the Monument include Mountain Qudiflewitheatimalfion of 11 years,-€idigd Fly¢eher

Continued Paged@Birds of the Proclamations



