Western Working Group Partners In Flight[image: ][image: ]
Fall Meeting: 17-20 Nov 2026 Reno, NV 

Dates: 17-20 November 2026
Location: Nevada Department of Wildlife: 6980 Sierra Center Pkwy #120, Reno, NV 89511
Hotel: Courtyard by Marriot Reno: 6855 S Virginia St, Reno, NV 89511
Booking link: Book your group rate for Partners in Flight 
Book by phone: 775.851.8300
Registration: https://klamathbird.org/uncategorized/western-working-group-spring-registration/

We welcome the attendance of all interested individuals.  If the registration fee is a barrier to participation, to participate, you may send an email requesting a fee waiver to ejm@klamathbird.org with the subject line, "registration fee waiver request", leaving the body of the email blank, and a discount code will be provided.

Agenda Summary (all times Pacific Standard Time - PST) 

	
	Tue 17
	Wed 18
	Thur 19
	Fri 20

	Morning 9:00-12:00 
	Field Site Visit
	Conservation Without Borders
	Motus
	Field Site Visit

	Lunch 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

	Afternoon 1:00-4:30
	Nevada Bird Conservation Projects
	Joint Venture Tools, Methods, Updates & Discussion
	Bird Friendly & Fire Safe, Boreal PIF Updates, Autonomous Recording Units, & Open Discussion
	

	Evening
	
	Group Dinner
	
	




Tuesday 17 November 2026 

7:00 am - 12:00 pm Field Site Visit – Galena Creek Regional Park - Washoe County: be ready to walk some of the trails through the Sierra Nevada foothills.


12:00 - 1:00 pm – Lunch

1:00 pm - 4:30 pm Afternoon Session – Nevada Bird Conservation Projects
This session will highlight presentations of current conservation efforts in Nevada and provide an opportunity for idea sharing.

Results of Comparing Bird surveys with ARU data Collection in Nevada’s Assessment, 
Inventory, and Monitoring (AIM) sites - John Boone, Great Basin Brid Observatory

Results of a Ferruginous Hawk and Pinyon Jay Distribution Model in Nevada – Joe Barnes, formerly USFWS

5 Years of Pinyon Jay Monitoring in AZ/NV – Kelly Colegrove & John Boone, Great Basin Bird Observatory

20 Years of Bird Monitoring of Riparian Restoration Site Las Vegas Wash – Jen Ballard, Great Basin Bird Observatory

Audubon/Point Blue Shorebird and Waterbird Updates – Max Malmquist, National Audubon Society

Shorebird Habitats in the Intermountain West – Pat Donnelly, Ducks Unlimited

Wednesday 18 November 2026

9:00 - 12:00 pm Morning Session – Conservation Without Borders
Sharing knowledge and collaborative multinational efforts for multispecies ecosystem 
Conservation.

Conservation Without Borders – Edwin Juarez, Arizona Department of Wildlife (10 minutes)

Improving natural resource management in Belize through bird monitoring – Abidas Ash, 
Avian Biologist, University of Belize Environmental Research Institute (20 minutes)

Planning for the official launch of the Tropical Dry Forest Investment Strategy – Lydia 
Lozano, Partners in Flight (20 minutes)

Salvadoran Meeting of Ornithology and Conservation - Birds Unite Us. General 
Overview and Next Steps – Estefanía Muñoz Salas & Sarah Otterstrom, Paso Pacífico (20 minutes)

Update on the International Ornithological Congress (IOC) 2026 and Planning for the 
Congress for the Study and Conservation of Birds in Mexico (CECAM) 2027 organized 
by the Society for the Study and Conservation of Birds in Mexico A.C. (CIPAMEX) in 
Guadalajara, Mexico – Sarahy Contreras Martínez, University of Guadalajara CUCSUR 
(20 minutes)

10:40 – 11:00AM Break

Challenges and opportunities of the MoSI Program in Mexico – a roundtable discussion, 
Raul Said Quintero Felix, Eco KABAN

Develop a series of roundtable discussions for the exchange of ideas and proposals to 
identify the main challenges facing the MoSI Program in Mexico, strengthen the network 
of banders and stations, and generate agreements that contribute to the continuity, 
quality, and usefulness of information on migratory and resident birds.

12:00 - 1:00 pm – Lunch

1:00 - 4:30 pm Afternoon Session – Joint Venture Tools, Methods, Updates, & Discussion 
The session will highlight new tools from Joint Ventures, methods, & other updates 
relevant to the WWG; we will discuss PIF WWG and species working group collaborative 
conservation opportunities and needs.

Joint Ventures & eBird collaboration – Adam Hannuksela, Science Coordinator, Sonoran Joint Venture

Sonoran Joint Venture’s new land cover maps for BCR 33 – Adam Hannuksela, Science Coordinator, Sonoran Joint Venture

Pacific Birds Habitat Joint Venture – Jenny Muñoz, Science Coordinator, Pacific Birds Habitat Joint Venture and the Canadian Intermountain Joint Venture (virtual; 20 minutes)

Playa Lakes Joint Venture’s GOT Birds – Anne Bartuszevige, Conservation Science Director, Playa Lakes Joint Venture (virtual; 20 minutes)

Intermountain West Joint Venture’s Pinyon-Juniper Mapping Project & Management Network updates – Mariah McIntosh & Teagan Hayes, Science to Implementation Specialists, Intermountain West Joint Venture

Break – (30 min) timing TBD

Desert Thrasher Monitoring Protocols: Matching Protocols to Needs – Corrie Borgman, Migratory Bird Biologist, USFWS Southwest Region (20 minutes)


Breeding Bird Survey & Bird Banding Laboratory Updates – Shannon Skalos, USGS Acting Program Manager for the North American Breeding Bird Survey (20 minutes)

Updates from the 2026 Hummingbird Workshop – TBD

Road 2 Recovery Follow-up with Working Group Status Updates & Discussion – all

Open discussion & topic follow up – all 


Evening – Group Dinner 

Thursday 19 November 2026

9:00 am - 12:00 pm Morning Session – Motus
The Motus session will share updates from each region and facilitate discussions on 
future collaborations, new technologies, and new priorities.	

REGIONAL UPDATES FOR MOTUS
9:00 Arrive, Welcome and Introductions

9:15 Motus updates Latin America

South America – Nick Bayly, SELVA
Central America – Nick Bayly, SELVA
Northern Central America – Edwin Juarez, Arizona Game & Fish Department
Western Mexico – Julian García Walther, Pronatura Noroeste

9:45  Updates for the Western U.S. – Jessie Reese & Kylie Lamoree, Bird 
Conservancy of the Rockies

10:00 Western Canada Updates – Amie MacDonald, Birds Canada

MOTUS PROJECTS

10:05  Hook-billed Kite tracking in Central America.  Paz Irola and Ernesto Carman, 
           Asociación Ambiental Cerúlea

10:30  Overview of training and infrastructure in northern South America and Central
           America.  Nick Bayly and Yuly Caicedo, SELVA  

10:40 Break – 15 mins

10:55 Shorebird work in Mexico, Julian Garcia Walther, Pronatura Noroeste
    
11:15 Managing and analyzing Motus data: the basics and a discussion about putting
          together an in-depth workshop – Pat Lorch, Edwin Jacobo, and others

11:45 Discussion

12:00 - 1:00 pm – Lunch

1:00 - 4:30 pm Afternoon Session – Bird Friendly & Fire Safe, Boreal PIF Updates, Autonomous Recording Units mini-session, & Open Discussion

Bird Friendly and Fire Safe – Carol Beidleman (Environment for Americas), Sue Bonefield (Environment for Americas), & Geoff Geupel (Point Blue) will lead the discussion, with an opportunity to provide input/comments on the Bird Friendly and Fire Safe product.

2:00 Break (20 minutes)

Boreal Partners in Flight Updates: Research & Monitoring Activities from Alaska & western Canada, including use of Autonomous Recording Units (ARUs) – Kristin DeGroot, Inventory and Monitoring Wildlife Biologist, USFWS National Wildlife Refuge System (30 minutes)

Using passive acoustic monitoring to identify occupied Western Yellow-billed Cuckoo habitat in Arizona – Nick Beauregard, Senior Program Manager, Working Lands, Audubon Southwest (20 minutes)

ARU Use in Practice (different ARU models’ pros & cons, how they perform with which birds, etc.) – Jen Ballard, Monitoring Coordinator, Great Basin Bird Observatory (20 minutes)

ARU Discussion – all 

Final wrap up discussions from the meeting – all 
	
4:30 - 5:00 pm – Executive Committee Business Meeting

Friday 20 November 2026

Field Site Visit – Carson Lake Wildlife Management Area: Your Public Land - Nevada Department of Wildlife. Be sure to dress warmly and bring food, water, binoculars, and a scope if you have one with you.
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